
Burundi, the second most densely populated country in Africa, is one of the five poorest countries in
the world with almost 65% of its population living below the poverty line.
Public health is a real cause for concern and marked by the predominance of many diseases – both
infectious and non-infectious.  Healthcare has to be paid for, and only formal public sector workers
and a small number of private workers (less than 1% of the population) are covered by health
insurance. The rest of the population has to pay for healthcare out of their own pockets.
Safe drinking water is essential for good health but access to safe water sources is still difficult and
impossible for a large part of the population.
Ecological, controlled latrines are beyond most people’s reach.  Instead their only option is a
traditional latrine or an open pit.
For more than 10 years, AMU in collaboration with CASOBU has been supporting projects to supply
safe drinking water to several villages in Ruyigi Province. The project is aiming to extend the existing
supply network to all communities in this area and in the hills of Nombe, Nyarunazi and
Kigamba/Rubaragaza.
In parallel, the drinking water supply network in Karaba-Misugi-Kigamba will be renovated.
Like all AMU projects, construction work and work to maintain the infrastructure and manage the
water supply will involve local people and local authorities directly.
The project also includes the construction of eco-sustainable latrines for a number of families in the
community and the primary school in Nombe and hopes to develop new community microcredit
groups and strengthen existing groups. 
In order to address the challenges connected with access to healthcare, the project aims to raise
awareness and help beneficiaries to set up a mutual health insurance scheme for the community or
connect them with existing community health insurance schemes to respond to the current difficulties
relating to access to healthcare.

Water - source of life and development in Ruyigi 

Country: Burundi
Total cost: € 601.862,87
Paid by AMU:: € 345.622,45
Local contributions: € 22.280,42
SProject status: in progress
Local counterpart: CASOBU
Field of intervention: health and well-being



Activities planned:

The construction of three new extensions to the drinking water supply network
towards Nombe hill for families and students at Nombe school, on Kigamba Hill to
reach members of the Batwa community, towards Nyarunazi hill for local families
and Nyarunazi primary school (ECOFO NYARUNAZI). 
The renovation of the Karaba-Misugi-Kigamba drinking water supply network 
The construction of 40 ecological latrines for Rubaragaza, Nombe, Kigamba and
Nyarunazi hills and 2 for Nombe primary school;
Training, raising awareness and organising those who will direct benefit from the
project, the Municipal Water Authority, the project’s staff and community leaders to
manage this common good.
Training and post-training accompaniment of Community Microcredit groups
Training and post-training accompaniment of families to become members of the
community mutual health insurance schemes;
Raising people’s awareness about the battle against diseases transmitted by not
washing hands, poor personal hygiene and the contexts in which people live

You can donate any amount, using one of the following bank accounts:

Bank account:  Banca Popolare Etica - Filiale di Roma

IBAN code: IT58 S050 1803 2000 0001 1204 344

SWIFT/BIC code: CCRTIT2T

In the name of:

Associazione “Azione per un Mondo Unito – Onlus” Via

Cavalieri di Vittorio Veneto, 11 – 00046 Grottaferrata (Rome)

Or you can email us at: sostenitori@amu-it.eu
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The protagonists: 691 families (about 4,146 people) in the hills of Rubaragaza, Kigamba
and Nyarunazi and 1081 students from Nombe and Nyarunazi primary school now have
access to clean drinking water; 40 families have access to ecological latrines; 345
families (about 2,073 people) have been educated in personal hygiene practice and
practising hygiene in the environment in which they live; 651 students from Nombe
primary school now have access to ecological latrines; 663 new families (2,160
beneficiaries) will have access to basic healthcare 


